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STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES


HEALTH CARE REFORM





The Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of America is the nation’s oldest and largest organization dedicated to serving the 1.4 million Americans suffering from inflammatory bowel disease.  As Congress considers legislation to reform the nation’s health care system, we urge adoption of the following recommendations which are central to improving the quality of care for IBD patients.  





Ensure that every American has healthcare that is universal, continuous (portable), affordable, sustainable, and accessible.


Eliminate pre-existing condition coverage exclusions and waiting periods in all health insurance plans.


Eliminate lifetime caps on health insurance benefits.


Eliminate the two-year waiting period for Medicare coverage of patients deemed disabled by the Social Security Administration.


Eliminate gatekeepers, thereby ensuring access to specialists, including out-of-network specialists at nationally renowned centers of excellence (or create a national network and no gatekeepers).


Establish a patient-centered system of care coordination (medical home or other) for patients with chronic illnesses.


Establish a system of patient education and advocacy (i.e., patient navigation) to assist chronically ill patients to manage those aspects of their illnesses that go beyond the medical office, to work, school, and home.


Create financial supports – perhaps in the form of tax credits or deductions – for patients with chronic illnesses to mitigate the financial burden of their disease.


Create incentives for expanded coverage of clinical trials investigating new treatments for chronic and life-threatening diseases. 


Create incentives for preventative care, including recommended cancer screenings. 


Aggressively fund biomedical research at the National Institutes of Health and disease prevention programs at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 


Fund, establish, and administer a system of electronic medical records and other health information technologies aimed at improving quality, reducing medical errors, increasing administrative efficiencies, and reducing costs.


Make it easier and faster for patients to obtain Social Security disability, and create a nationwide system of temporary disability for illnesses expected to last more than one month and less than a year.





We encourage policymakers to act aggressively in the 111th Congress to reform the health care system and provide coverage to the estimated 47 million Americans who are currently uninsured.   If you have any questions or require further information please do not hesitate to contact Director of Advocacy and Marketing Support, Amy Friedman, at (646) 943-7439.












