DATE

The Honorable _____________ 
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Senator _____________,

Thank you for your leadership in the Senate on health care issues. My purpose in writing is to encourage you to co-sponsor S.1398, the "Inflammatory Bowel Disease Research Enhancement Act."
Inflammatory bowel disease (which includes both Crohn's disease and ulcerative colitis) is a chronic disorder of the gastrointestinal tract which represents the major cause of morbidity from digestive illness. An estimated 1.4 million Americans, including some 140,000 children under the age of 18, suffer from these diseases.  The most common symptoms of IBD are severe diarrhea, abdominal pain, fever, and bleeding in the GI tract—the result of unremitting inflammation.  People with Crohn’s disease or ulcerative colitis may suffer from a host of complications, ranging from relatively mild conditions to life-threatening emergencies. Potential complications include arthritis, osteoporosis, anemia, malnutrition, liver and kidney disease, and colon cancer. 

Children and teenagers may suffer from growth failure or delayed sexual development. Even with proper treatment, the symptoms and complications of Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis are life-changing, affecting every aspect of a person’s emotional and physical health. And in rare instances, inflammatory bowel disease can be fatal. We do not know the cause of these illnesses, and there is no medical cure.

BRIEFLY DESCRIBE YOUR EXPERIENCE WITH IBD HERE

S. 1398, the "Inflammatory Bowel Disease Research Enhancement Act," is a bipartisan bill introduced by Senator Harry Reid (D-NV) and Senator Thad Cochran (R-MS).  This important legislation would authorize an expansion of IBD research at the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases (at the National Institutes of Health) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  The bill is specifically focused on improving the quality of life for pediatric IBD patients through enhanced biomedical research and disease surveillance programs.
Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request. I would appreciate it if you would advise me of your actions regarding co-sponsoring the bill. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Sincerely,

YOUR NAME & ADDRESS

