URGE CONGRESS TO SUPPORT FUNDING FOR THE NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH AND CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION IN THE FISCAL YEAR 2007 BUDGET
On February 6, President Bush sent his fiscal year 2007 budget request to the Congress.  Unfortunately, the President’s proposal calls for significant cuts to many federal health care programs including; biomedical research at the National Institutes of Health, and prevention and awareness activities at Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Of specific interest to the inflammatory bowel disease community, the budget would:

· Cut $9 million from the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases.  NIDDK is the leading institute at the National Institutes of Health responsible for Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis research.  The proposal represents the first time in over 30 years that the White House has recommended a cut in funding for NIDDK.
· Eliminate funding ($700,000) for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Inflammatory Bowel Disease Epidemiology Initiative.   This important program is focused on determining the true prevalence and unique demographic characteristics of the IBD patient population in the United States.  
FISCAL YEAR 2007 HOUSE BUDGET RESOLUTION 

HOUSE BUDGET COMMITTEE MARK-UP

On Wednesday, March 29th, the House Budget Committee will be considering the Fiscal Year 2007 House Budget Resolution.  During consideration in Committee, Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) will be offering an identical version of the Specter-Harkin Amendment which added $7 billion over the President’s budget request to increase the level of funding for discretionary health care programs in the Fiscal Year 2007 Budget Resolution. 

Continue to contact your House representative and urge him or her to provide an adequate level of funding for discretionary health care programs in the Fiscal Year 2007 Budget Resolution (the discretionary health care account in the Congressional Budget Resolution is “Function 550”). You can find phone numbers for representatives by logging on to www.congress.org. 

The following is a list of members of the House Budget Committee who will be voting on Congresswoman DeLauro’s amendment during mark-up of the resolution in Committee. If any of these members are your House representative, please reach out as soon as possible and urge them to support Congresswoman DeLauro’s amendment during consideration in Committee. 

Jim Nussle (R-IA)




Mike Conaway (R-TX)

Jim Ryun (R-KS)




Chris Chocola (R-IN)

Ander Crenshaw (R-FL)



John Campbell (R-CA)

Adam Putnam (R-FL)




John Spratt (D-SC)

Roger Wicker (R-MS)




Dennis Moore (D-KS)

Kenny Hulshof (R-MO)



Richard Neal (D-MA)

Jo Bonner (R-AL)




Rosa DeLauro (D-CT)

Scott Garrett (R-NJ)




Chet Edwards (D-TX)

J. Gresham Barrett (R-SC)



Harold Ford (D-TN)

Thaddeus McCotter (R-MI)



Lois Capps (D-CA)

Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL)



Brian Baird (D-WA)

Jeb Hensarling (R-TX)



Jim Cooper (D-TN)

Dan Lungren (R-CA)




Artur Davis (D-AL)

Pete Sessions (R-TX)




William Jefferson (D-LA)

Paul Ryan (R-WI)




Thomas Allen (D-ME)

Mike Simpson (R-ID)




Ed Case (D-HI)

Jeb Bradley (R-NH)




Cynthia McKinney (D-GA)

Patrick McHenry (R-NC)



Henry Cuellar (D-TX)

Connie Mack (R-FL)




Allyson Schwartz (D-PA)








Ron Kind (D-WI)

ACTION REQUESTED:

1)  Contact your senators and representative and explain how you and your family are impact by inflammatory bowel disease.    
2)   Explain how you and your family are relying on research advancements made through the NIDDK and CDC to improve the quality of life for patients living with Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis. 

3) Explain that many exciting advances are being made in IBD research and now is not the time to cut funding for the NIDDK and CDC.

4) Ask your legislators to support the Castle/DeLauro amendment to the FY07 Budget Resolution to restore $6 billion to discretionary health and education programs.
IF YOU WOULD PREFER TO SEND LETTERS TO YOUR LEGISLATORS, PLEASE SEE SAMPLE CORRESPONDENCE BELOW.  LETTERS ARE BEST SENT VIA E-MAIL.
If you do not know who your senators or representatives are, or need their contact information, please call the U.S. Capitol Switchboard at (202) 225-3121 or visit www.congress.org.   Thank you!

DRAFT LETTER TO CONGRESS
DATE

The Honorable ___________________

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

OR

The Honorable __________________

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Senator / Representative ______________:

Thank you for your leadership on health care issues in the Congress. As a patient (or family member) suffering from inflammatory bowel disease, I am writing to ask for your support of critical health care programs in the FY07 Congressional Budget Resolution.  

Inflammatory bowel disease (which includes both Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis) is a chronic disorder of the gastrointestinal tract which represents a major cause of morbidity and mortality from digestive illness.  IBD can cause severe diarrhea, abdominal pain, fever, and bleeding in GI tract. Moreover, it can lead to a series of complications including; arthritis, osteoporosis, anemia, liver disease, and colon cancer. Crohn's disease and ulcerative colitis are not fatal, but they can be life changing. We do not know their cause, and there is no medical cure.

(HERE, IN YOUR OWN WORDS, DESCRIBE YOUR PERSONAL EXPERIENCE WITH IBD)
I am disappointed that the President’s FY07 budget proposes significant cuts to important health care programs like the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases at the National Institutes of Health, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. These important agencies are making invaluable contributions to research on inflammatory bowel disease that is giving hope to the 1.4 million Americans (10% of whom are children) suffering from these conditions.   Now is not the time to decrease our investment in these important programs that hold such great promise for our nation’s future.
As Congress works to develop its budget resolution for FY07, please support the Castle/DeLauro amendment to the FY07 Budget Resolution to restore $6 billion to 

discretionary health and education programs.
Thank you very much for your consideration of my views.  Please advise me of your actions regarding the budget at your earliest convenience.
Sincerely, 

YOUR NAME 

YOUR ADDRESS
